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My stay in Saranac Lake

I went to Saranac Lake in New York State as an exchange
student of the Rotary Club. My life completely changed
through this year. Staying in an unknown country, talking to
people in their language, |1 had an amazing experience that
not many people can have. I'm so glad to be such a happy
person. | couldn’t believe that I was in the United States even
after I got there. | felt as if | was dreaming. But time kept going on.

My host family was only a host father named Paul who is a lawyer. | stayed in his house for
9 months. Host families are supposed to change through a year, but mine didn't change
because there was no family suggesting to host me. | kind of felt sad about it. But Paul was a
nice man so | didn't complain about it. He was my friend rather than my host father. As my
English improved, our jokes got more escalated. It's weird to be a friend with 59 year old man
in Japan. But now, | wonder why it is weird. | know it's the difference between the United
States and Japan. | like the United states better at the point.

I made a lot of friends in Saranac Lake high school through classes and the track team.
What | was surprised at was there were many people who were interested in Japan. | became
really popular as soon as | started the school. | got proud of being Japanese for the first time.
They are my friends forever. I still keep contact with them.

I saw a lot of good and bad things about the United States during the last 9 months. |
believe both were worth knowing. Staying in a country is the best way to know the country. I'd
grown up a lot by facing many facts. This experience made me a better person, | think. |
appreciate everything that gave me this amazing experience.
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