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| took part in the "Gakunai-Ryugaku" program expecting to experience learning in an all-English environment again like | did
when | lived in the United States. | was longing to find an opportunity to learn in English ever since | moved back to Japan
two years ago. There were only four sessions and it is true that it wasn't much of a time for me to brush up my English. Yet, |
did learn a lot from this program. As the year long program has ended, | would like to reflect what | have learned here.

The most valuable lesson from the course was the skills necessary for making good presentations. We made a presentation
each time, by starting off with a general topic first and then advancing to more technical topics. Our biggest one was a
10-minute presentation with a slide show that we prepared in pairs and presented in front of the class. It was a big challenge
for me to present my ideas about the topics in a clear and understandable way. Since | had had very limited opportunities of
presentation before taking this course, the process of picking an interesting topic, researching about it, organizing the material
| wanted to share, and preparing a complete presentation gave me motivation and helped me discover what | needed to do to
improve my ability. | realized that this was a very crucial skill which was not limited to English but could work equally well for
Japanese. | would like to use this opportunity to also improve my presentation skills in Japanese, which will probably also be
important in the years that will follow.

At the Closing Ceremony, one group from each course presented their accomplishments in front of all the students and
teachers attending Gakunai-Ryugaku. Unfortunately, my pair was not chosen to represent our course, but | enjoyed watching
presentations by our course and other courses as a part of the audience and was amazed at how people from each course,
even people who normally said weren't confident with their English, prepared excellent presentations. There were also many
strategies taken in those presentations that made them visually attractive and easy to understand, such as using pictures or
diagrams or keeping the text short and simple in the slides they made. | tried doing this in the slides for my presentation but
since it didn't end up to be as good as the ones | saw, | want to try incorporating some of the strategies that were used there
in the next presentation | make.

Although the entire course was operated in English, honestly | couldn't really feel like | was "back in the United States

again", like | wished. However, | will definitely recommend this program to anyone as long as they are interested in it at all and



they are prepared to spend a lot of time and effort for it. There is a feeling of excitement in this that is different from normal
English classes, and it will probably help you improve your English skills, especially speaking or listening skills. The
assignments given after each class may require a lot of time commitment, but | believe that it is worth a lot, given that you
have a chance to learn something new and become more tolerant to talk about your ideas in English. | think that in order to
"master" a language, it is important to place yourself outside the classroom and apply it in various situations. For example, it
should be helpful to use that language to learn something new, think in the language and speak about what you learned. In
fact, Gakunai-Ryugaku offers all of that. | strongly hope that Kitano High School will continue offering this program to future
students so that they can acquire many skills that could certainly help them even after they have graduated. Finally, | would

also like to show my gratitude to the instructors who spent so much time to provide this opportunity to us.
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