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Super Science English, Sumiyoshi High School 2009-2010

The aim of this class was to enable students with the skills necessary to translate lab
reports from Japanese into English. Japanese students often participate in science festivals and
so presenting a science experiment in English is a worth while short-term goal. In addition, Super
Science English helped students acquire practical English skills that could help prepare them for
their entrance exams and benefit their future scientific careers.

In the beginning, there was some mechanical practice to prepare students for this task
(translation) by using the reference text ‘Sciencesaurus’ (Houghton Mifflin) and supplemental
prints created by JTEs and ALTs. The hand outs proved to be useful, successful and somewhat
interesting for students. The textbook also greatly compliments the class because of its vivid
illustrations and relevant subject matter. The text itself was sometimes difficult for students due
to its language which is intended for junior high school native speakers. However, ALTs and JTEs
were able to manipulate the information to make it clearer and simpler for students.

Most of the time, however, was spent actually translating lab reports. JTEs graciously
retyped the original prints (in Japanese) and created space for students to write their English
translations below each section. This was very helpful for students.

After students finished their translations, ALTs would then check the students’
translations as a class, correcting any grammar or spelling errors. Though there were a lot of
grammatical mistakes, JTEs and ALTs did their best to encourage and engage the students. Most
students found the content of the class difficult but thoroughly enjoyed interacting with ALTs and
greatly appreciated the JTEs’ contribution to the lessons.

Students’ Comments on Super Science English:
1 How do you find ScienceSaurus, SS English textbook?

(1) suitable (2) difficult (3) easy
36.6% 58.0% 5.4%

2  What do you think about the content of the textbook?

(1) interesting (2) so so (3) not so interesting
11.5% 70.8% 17.7%

3 What do you think about the MP3 player?

(1) useful (2) so so (3) useless
29.2% 41.6% 29.2%

4 Have you got more interested in the science and technology after the classes?

(1) very much (2) so so (3) not so much
14.2% 57.5% 28.3%

5 Have you worked hard on the classes?

(1) very much (2) so so (3) not so much
34.5% 57.5% 8.0%

Some students found the SSE class difficult, but some others have positive comments:
I think that the classes are suitable. It is interesting and has important
meaning.

It was very difficult to study Science English, but I enjoyed this class.

I'm interested in English by this lesson.

97



It is difficult for me to study science in English, but it is fun, and I may be English
well than before.

A group of female students even advanced to making presentation in the Science Festival:
This class gave me the ability to make presentation. I could do the presentation
about this class. I was glad to do it.
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