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The Present and Past of Momotaro — Examining the Historical Background

Abstract
The aim of our research is to explore the origin, historical records and present variations of ‘Momotaro’,

a well-known folk tale in Japan. The more closely we examined the material for this research, the more
surprising facts we encountered. First, the characters and items that appear in it have some profound
implications. Second, at one time, at the mercy of political trends it was distorted. Third, it has been passed
down differently from region to region.
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