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Bonnie Lew( escort teacher )

My visit to Kitano (hosts, school, surrounding areas) was very pleasant and
memorable. Kitano High School was impressive in size, beautiful in landscape and
architecture, and quite clean.

All of my hosts, Ms. Kato, Mr. Ueda, and Ms. Takahashi showed me endless
amounts of hospitality. They gave me a nice room, fresh linen, delicious meals,
and took me to sights around the cities. | hope one day | can be a gracious host
to them in America.

| especially enjoyed walking under the covered market streets ? the longest one
(2.6 km) with Ms. Kato. We shared many stories and lifestyle differences between
Japan and America. She treated me to lunch and dinner, and later | had the chance
to play pachinko. It was my first time ever. We didn t win any money but we will
have fond memories forever.

On another out Ms. Sasaki and her family took me out to lunch in Osaka City. It

was a delicious meal! | truly enjoyed my time with her 3 young boys. We visited



the beautiful and intriguing Osaka Castle, and later the famous Osaka Aquarium.
It was quite a fun-filled day and | loved every minute of it.

Kitano staff and students made me feel welcome everyday. They would nod
their heads in passing or ask dlow are you doing?hThe teachers treated me to an
exceptional Japanese dinner. | am sure | ate too much but it was difficult not to try
everything offered.

| will especially remember getting the chance to teach in Mr. Fukumoto & class. |
was nervous because | did not know what to expect but the students were relaxed
and Mr. Fukumoto helped explain in Japanese whenever necessary. | am so glad
he let me teach a lesson in Japan!

| attended different classes at Kitano. All the rooms were quite clean. The
students take pride in keeping their school not only clean but beautiful as well. |
noticed many plants along the hall corridors and stairwells.

| cannot say | liked one class more than another because all of the classes were
great in one way or another. Some classes were strictly lecture type only, other
classes there was student participation, and some classes were quiet and some
were noisy. It was fun to experience all these kinds of classrooms and see the
different teaching and learning styles. But, the most important aspect | noticed
was how the students worked together, or students with staff on a very close and
friendly basis. There may be a lot of competition between Jpanese people but
there is no fighting. They have a lot of respect for people above and below them ?
this is a virtue that all people in the world should behold.

My two week stay in Jpan has been filled with fabulous memories, new
friendships created, and a high respect for the people in Jpan. | truly hope our
International Exchange Program continues for many years. This program would
not be possible without Mr. Fukumoto and Mr. Kobayashi. Thank you for making
all of the arrangements and seeing to our well being. | also extend my
appreciation to Mr. Ishimoto for allowing this exchange to occur. You have
opened your school, homes, and hearts to us, your gestures will never be

forgotten.

Lynn Hoang



Jpan was a once in a lifetime experience that I m glad | decided to go. The
people at Kitano High School were all very friendly and nice. They can all speak
English really well! At first | thought the students were all very quiet and studied a
lot. However | found out that although it & true that most of the boys are shy, they
can be really outgoing once they open up. | loved how most of the students would
just come up to me and say @i h Everyone here at Kitano all study hard, but it
surprised me when | entered some loud and outgoing classes. It was a nice
surprise. | assumed they were dead silent all the time. | was very wrong.

There were many differences that | found between America and Japan. However
| thought | should emphasize the importance of train transportation. Everyday |
traveled by train to and from school, making many stops, sticking in the train
ticket several times, and changing trains once or twice along the way. At times it
got really crowded and it was a fuss pulling out that ticket from my backpack, but
if I could, | would travel by train to Kentlake all the time! It was fun exercise!

School life at Kitano High School was certainly different than | expected it to be,
but in a good way. Almost everyone seemed to be involved in a sport and it
amazed me how the kids had so much dedication to their after school club or
sport. They even came to school on Saturdays! The students let us play with them
using their own equipment sometimes, that was really nice of them! It surprised
me how pretty much all of the students can stay awake during class and keep so
quiet. They never asked any questions so it seemed like they were learning in a
college setting already! | also learned from my host that like in America you are
only allowed to choose between certain electives such as music, fine arts, or
calligraphy.

Outside of school, | noticed there were vending machines at almost every street
corner. At home, | noticed how the family would say something before and after a
meal all the time. It would probably be equivalent to saying a grace and giving
thanks in America. Also they drink a lot of tea!

| appreciate Jpanese culture a lot more now. Iim glad | got to meet such
wonderful people on my trip to Jpan. | will never forget those friendly faces and

all of the friends | made!



Lauren Bower

&dNandeyanen! hThe students smile and laugh as they teach me some more of
that unique Osaka slang. Although | do not take a Japanese class back at home, |
feel fortunate, to say the least, to receive some type of lessons on Jpanese
vocabulary, slang or not. Not only did | learn the @¢n style hlingo; | learned where
the best apple juice was to be bought; who the hottest singer was of the month,
and what exactly was and was not stylish as far as how one should wear their
school uniform. Learning all of these things was both eye opening and very
enjoyable. However, the most treasureable part of my experiences was learning
the drastic differences of American and Jpanese cultures, and importantly
learning to absolutely love it.

Jpanese culture and American culture are two very different things. | have
recognized the beauty and difference in both of them. Differences make up this
beauty. From the drastically different sizes in roads and cars and even people, to
the deeper and non-tangible aspects of culture, differences are present. The
physical differences of culture are apparent: uniforms in school, narrower roads,
smaller cars, and the use of chopsticks instead of forks. And, although | was
surprised to discover these things during my stay in Japan, most of the previous
factors are considered common knowledge. It is the more important and deeper
aspects of culture that are less obvious. Perhaps these underlying parts of culture
are like diamonds; they are rare and difficult to find yet they are so precious and
beautiful. You may be wondering ¢ §Vhat are these enderlying f aspects?hWell,
they are the differences in expressing emotions between Americans and Jpanese.
They are the different gestures: i.e. the handshake versus the bow, and the smiles
to strangers versus, well, lacking of smiles to strangers. They are the couple only
hand- holding versus the friendly hand holding. They are the Jpanese ways of
valuing the process versus the American ways of valuing the outcome. Everything
seems to be opposite. Morals, gestures, expressionscyou name it. It is very
inspiring to see and recognize all of this.

My experience in Jpan was outstanding. | tried very delicious food, and also

food that | thought | would never try: raw octopus leg, raw octopus head, and



eight different types of raw fish. | had the one and only Calpis, and the green tea
ice cream. We went to Kinkakyuji Temple in Kyoto, and went shopping at over a
dozen shops. We went to restaurants of many different types. We did karaoke. We
took purikura, and had a blast. There is nothing like hanging out with hosts and
friends. The great part about this Exchange Program is that we have the
opportunities to spend time with old friends that we have hosted in the past. It is
one of the most heartwarming reunions you could ever have. With them we went
to the aquarium! Amazing! | have no room to list all of the exciting and wonderful
experiences that | have had. My host families were both absolutely wonderful. |
could not have asked for more. Thank you cto everyone. This experience has

forever changed me.

Stacey Chow

A new week a new school, | was excited to be going to Kitano. It was very
interesting comparing the school to Abuno, things were done very differently.
Kitano students worked very hard, | was surprised.

School education system is very different in each school. Clubs at Kitano work
very hard, | was very surprised. No one in my school work that hard in clubs. I can
see the dedication they have. Also, everyone & very quiet in class, they study very
hard. | had a great experience in this school. Everything was just great! | ¥e met
new people and learned new things.

I fl remember the experiences and the memories | e had. |1fl make sure that |

come back to this school.

Danel Khusainov

Coming to Jpan was an eye-opening experience. It was an opportunity to
witness firsthand an entirely different way of life. Many aspects of my life in
America were almost identical in Japan, such as waking up and going to school.
However, these similarities were overshadowed by the striking differences. Instead
of riding a school bus, | would walk to a station and take a train, followed by
another walk down the streets of Osaka. Kitano High School was a complete

change from my school in America; impressive on the outside, and even more



impressive within.

My first impressions of Kitano had been of cleanliness and order, and the
students seemed studious and withdrawn. However, having hosted a Kitano
student in America prior to my trip, | knew they were as fun loving as any other
teenager, Japanese or American. The days spent at Kitano flew by so fast: my host
Masanao Kaneko was in the baseball club, so after school | would wander around
the school with the other Americans since their hosts also had various clubs. Most
of the Kitano students were participating in a club, so school really wasnt
finished for them until about 6.00pm or later. It really surprised me how
dedicated the Kitano students are to their school.

Another shocker for me was the Jpanese teaching style. For a whole hour the
teachers would lecture without response, and the students simply took notes.
Questions coming were rare, leaving me to wonder what happened if a student
ever had difficulty with a problem or homework.

At lunch, | was surprised to find how much freedom the students were granted
at Kitano, able to eat their lunches almost anywhere. The cafeteria food was
actually cooked and very delicious; a big change from the frozen food at
Kentwood.

I will never forget my adventures in Japan ? one of the best times of my life.





