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BA4E RRERAT
(the impressions of the international Exchange Program in July, 2012)
The questions they are requested to answer are as follows:
(1) Did your Kitano family accommodate all of your needs?
(2) Would you prefer to stay with one family for your entire visit or not?
(3) Though it was a short stay, what did you enjoy most with your Kitano host
family?
(4) What did you think of Kitano? What did you enjoy or what was difficult to do at Kitano?

(5) Do you have any suggestions that could help to improve our exchange program?

Kei Higaki (Chaperon from Kentlake High School)

1. Unfortunately, I did not have a host family while at Kitano. The hotel accommodations were very nice. I
enjoyed being close to the school, and it was fun to be able to walk around Juso area. However, I was sad
that I missed out on sharing my experiences with a host family. I do understand that many of the teachers

live far away, but it would have been nice to be able to spend time with other people.

2. It’s hard to say if it would be better to stay with one family or two. The students were able to meet
many people and see two different households and lifestyles. I know when students came to America in

March, they enjoyed being able to get to know their one host family well.

3. I didn’t have a host family at Kitano. I am looking forward to this weekend at Murakami-sensei’s house.
Also, every night different teachers took me to dinner, and it was fun talking with many different people

and asking questions and learning about Japan and the Japanese mindset.

4. Kitano is a very nice school, and the students were very outgoing and friendly with my students. It was
interesting and sad to learn about the students who died during WWII and to learn about the school’s
history. Visiting the various clubs after school was fun, but it was hard for my students to understand
many of the classes they visited because they didn’t understand the Japanese. We really enjoyed the
chemistry lab we participated in. Our students were able to participate and join lab groups even if they
didn’t understand all the spoken directions. We are very grateful for the teachers who went out of their

way to incorporate us into class activities, such as group discussions or reading aloud in English class.

5. I wish it would be possible to bring more students to visit Kitano High School. With only two students
visiting per school, when we go back to America, they will have limited opportunities to share their
memories and their learning with their peers back home. I understand it is a big imposition to host our
students when we come, but I would love to allow more of my students to benefit from this wonderful

exchange program opportunity. I am very grateful that Kentlake and Kentwood have such a strong bond



with our Japanese sister schools and that I was able to come to Japan this summer.

Students from Kentwood High School

Colin Hauck

1. My Kitano host family accommodated all of my needs and was very nice. We went to many places and
I had a lot of good experiences.

2. I think staying with two host families is good because you get to experience two different schools and
make lots of new friends. If you only stay with one family and go to one school, you don’t get to see as
many people but it would still be a good experience.

3. The things I enjoyed the most were going to karaoke and Umeda.

4 . Going to Kitano was a good experience. I liked chemistry the most because we did an interesting lab.
The English classes were a little boring, though. But overall, most of the classes were interesting.

5. To improve the exchange program, I recommend that you allow more delegates from Kent to come
and to involve us more in the classes. In some classes, I just sat there and did nothing so I would like

it if we were included more in what the class was doing.

Emily Gilbertson

1. My Kitano host family definitely accommodated in full. They made me plenty

of great food and were extremely friendly toward me. They also made sure to show me around the house
when I first arrived and helped me if I forgot where anything was. They were generous and spoke great
English when I didn‘t fully understand what they were saying in Japanese. They made me feel welcome

and all of my needs were met right away.

2. T would prefer to stay with one host family because it gives me time to bond.

With them, though the goodbyes are sadder, my time at Kitano just wouldn‘t be the same if I had to divide
my time between two host families. Plus, it‘s difficult enough to move around and repack my suitcases,
not to mention having to leave my newfound friends. Even though it might be nice to meet another loving

family, one family is just fine with me.

3. Ijust enjoyed spending time with my host student and her friends. Even though
we went to many places, like the aquarium, I liked the little things we did the most,
like playing monopoly and cards with my student and her siblings and friends. It was also fun to ride a
bike and take the train to school, even if it meant getting up early, because that was an experience that I

could never have in America.



4. I think that Kitano is a very intellectual environment and I had a fun time seeing what class was
actually like in Japan. I enjoyed my days at Kitano even though some of the classes weren‘t easy to
understand. All of the students were kind and tried to help when they could. I also appreciated that we
were allowed to go back into an air conditioned room to sleep or relax if we were tired or just needed a
break. The teachers at Kitano really cared about us but were also very focused on teaching and
sometimes didn‘t have the time to always interact with us, which I was okay with. As I said above, the
students were really kind to all of us and spoke excellent English. I felt really at home at Kitano and

enjoyed my stay here.

5. Some suggestions that I have to improve the program are that we are given a list of after school club
activities and their locations so we could find the things that interest us if our hosts have clubs and can‘t
spend time with us. Also, because Japan is very hot, some available bottled water would have really great.

But despite those minor things, I really loved Kitano and had an amazing time.

Students from Kentlake High School

Kianna Hirai

1) My Kitano family accommodated all my needs. They were very hospitable. The Omura’s treated me
like a member of their family. They were very patient with me and they always made sure I was
comfortable and had everything I needed. I am really happy I got to stay with Omura’s and have this
experience.

2) Iliked staying with one family. I feel that we don’t get to really know our family and get comfortable
until it is almost the end of our stay, so I think having two families would not work well because we
wouldn’t get to know either on a deep level.

3) We haven’t done anything as a family yet outside of the house but I have enjoyed having family time
although I do wish we would have gone on some excursions because I feel like I didn’t get to do as much
sight seeing as I could have done during my stay but overall, I very much enjoyed my stay.

4) Kitano is a very academic school. I can tell that the students work very hard and I thought it was very
cool that there is a time set apart for the students to clean the school. I think it makes the students
appreciate the school and take care of it. I think we should have days like that in America. I enjoyed the
freedom that was given to us but I also wish we would have had a more set schedule with activities to do.
I also wish we would have been involved more in the classes we went to. Some of the classes we were in
did not involve us or really acknowledge us. I think if we were involved more we would have had a better
understanding of what was happening and we would have gotten a better experience of what it is like to
be a student in Japan. Understanding what was happening in the classes was the most difficult for me.
5) I think that an improvement that could be made to the exchange program would be to allow us

(Kentwood and Kentlake) to send more delegates, because during the Spring exchange this year when



Kitano and Abuno students came to Kent, there were a total of nine students, five from Kitano and four

from Abuno. Another suggestion would be to give us more activities to do after school or something

preplanned.

Matson Pothier

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Yes, they were very generous. They made me breakfast, lunch and dinner. Whenever we went out they
would always pay for me, it was nice, I felt like part of the family.

Yes, one week is a short times, and its takes a couple of days to adjust and become comfortable with
your host family, if we split the week into two families it would feel awkward and rushed.

Hanging out with all of his friends, my stay at Abuno High School had more of a tourists feel to it, and
while fun, it was nice to stay home and hang out with kids my age that I can relate with, I've made
some amazing friends that I will never forget.

I really enjoyed the days that we got to spend at Kitano, I enjoyed that variety of classes that we got to
take. However, some of the classes, like Math, have very little delegate involvement and was hard to
understand because the lecture was in Japanese. I did like Chemistry, PE, Music, Reading, Writing,
and Homeroom because the teacher went out of their ways to involve us in that lesson that day, which
I really appreciated.

It would be nice to expand the exchange program. I know that last spring, Kitano sent five student to
Kentwood alone and then we only send four from Kentwood and Kentlake combined. This is such an
amazing experience that I wish more people who wanted to come, from America, could have the
opportunities, too. Also I think it would be nice if there could be some activities available to the
delegates for after school. All of our hosts had club until six, so we had to find something to do until

then.



