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(the impressions of the international Exchange Program in July, 2013)

The questions they are requested to answer are as follows:

(1) Did your Kitano family accommodate all of your needs?

(2) Though it was a short stay, what did you enjoy most with your Kitano host
family?

(3) What did you think of Kitano? What did you enjoy or what was difficult to
do at Kitano?

(4) Do you have any suggestions that could help to improve our exchange

program?

Louck Christopher (Chaperon from Kentwood High School)

(1). Although I did not stay with a host family, the hotel employees were very
kind and helpful. The morning breakfast had a great variety of options. My
personal favorite was the octopus. It was also nice to be able to walk to school

along with Kitano students.

(2). Since I did not stay with a host family, I will instead talk about my
experience with Kitano staff and students. I felt very welcome and both staff and
students were very accepting of me. I am overwhelmed by how accommodating
and accepting Kitano has been. It has been wonderful seeing old friends and

making new ones.

(3). I think Kitano is an excellent school with great staff and students. Everyone
works very hard, but I also see that they are happy. I fully appreciate people who
work hard to learn new things. Passion is also very evident in Kitano High
School. I enjoyed being able to watch some different classes. I also enjoyed
having lunch with the students. The little things have great meaning to me. Just
watching students talking in the hall or practicing with their club are very

enjoyable to me. Even though the weather was hotter than usual, I felt very



comfortable this year. I am excited to continue helping with the exchange

program as best I can.

(4). The only part of the program that could have possibly been any better,
because it was extremely enjoyable, would have been to know my own schedule. I
had the student’s schedule on what classes they would attend, but I did not know
that there were classes I was expected to attend and I ended up missing the
Japanese class interview because I did not know I was supposed to attend until
after I had missed it. I very much enjoyed my visit. I appreciate everyone

taking such good care of me.

Students from Kentwood High School

David Park

(1). My Kitano family accommodated all of my needs and provided much more
than I expected. They showed kindness and brought me in as their own child. It
only took a couple of days before I felt like I was at home. For example, they
provided me with my own separate room, served me all kinds of various foods,
left my laundry folded neatly on top of my bed every night, and showed much

love. Everything was perfect.

(2). What I enjoyed most about my Kitano family was the family time that we
spent together. Although there was a language barrier, we tried to comprehend
what each other was saying and had an amazing time. Seeing the Japanese
lifestyle and culture first-handed was a great experience that only comes a very

few times in one’s life. I was very lucky to have a chance like this

(3). When I think of Kitano High School, I cannot say many negative things.
Kitano High School brought forward many opportunities for all of the exchange

students and helped us with all of our needs. I enjoyed all of the classes even



though I could not comprehend some of material in the class due to the language
barrier. English class and math class were extremely fun for me because we got
to participate in them. The only difficult thing for me was the language barrier
but even with the language barrier, I was lucky enough to have a host that could
speak pretty good English. Kitano High School is a prime example of a top-notch
high school.

(4). T would like to stay with just one host family for the 14 days that we stay
here. It seems as though right when we get bonded with the hosts, we have to
leave. Also having our own freedom for which classes we could take would also be
nice. Classes like Japanese Classics was difficult for us to understand and we did
not know what to do. If we had the freedom to choose the classes we would like to
do, it would have been nice. Overall, my stay in Japan was great and I had an

awesome time. There is not much I'd change about the exchange program.

Princess Agduyeng

(1). Of course! They gave me everything I needed. Even things I did not need was
given to me with such kindness. The students were nice and very helpful to me.

Also the teacher’s always tries to include us in their lessons.

(2). I enjoyed talking to them about American culture a lot. They shared a lot of
Japanese culture as well. Things I never knew were told by them. Even with the
language barrier between us, we were able to understand each other very well. I
also love Mama-san’s food! She cooks really well and I love it. They are honestly
the most amazing people I have ever met. I am glad that I came here not just for
experience but I also gained a family. I felt very welcomed and part of their
family for the time being. My host’s parents were very nice and cheerful every
day. Although I was not showing that I was tired, they were still kind enough to

let me rest. They were everything I could ask for.



(3). Kitano? Kitano is such a refined school; I believe that it is one of the best
schools here! Teachers were very accommodating as well. Letting us participate
in class was honestly really nice. I enjoyed reading in class and helping students
with English. The only difficult thing to do was explaining long things to people.
For example, explaining what it is like in American high school classes. We do
have dictionaries and the internet so that makes it so much better.

(4). The program here in Kitano is great the way it is. The only suggestion I have
is to do the same thing we do in Kent, which is having only one host family. It’s
much easier and students will have more opportunities. By the time we get used
to going to Kitano and get to know other students besides our hosts, it is already

time to leave and say goodbye.

Students from Kentwood High School

Riley Honbo

(1). Yes, my host family was nice to me giving me time to get situated and being
very patient with my choppy Japanese. They made me homemade dinner every

night and gave me some essential items for Japan, such as towels and soap.

(2). I really enjoyed eating dinner with Yuka's family. Her mother knows a lot of
English so talking to her was really easy, and she helped me with some Japanese
phrases along with Yuka. I loved experiencing everyday home culture with my
host family, like how they eat meals together but say /=72 % £ 9 before and
IH% 9 ZFETL after the meal. I feel like I learned a lot from my host family

about Japanese culture.

(3). I really enjoyed all of the different classes offered here at Kitano. I liked the
math class and music class, they are very different in what they teach and how
they do it. I also found it fascinating that orchestra, band, and other clubs are

student run. I thought that was interesting since at our school (Kentlake High



School) all club activities must have a teacher present in order for the club to be
continued. I was pretty impressed with Kitano students and the maturity they

show.

(4). Let us stay longer!!! Or come when Kitano students have a school break.

Alisa Vinje

(1). Yes. And more. My host family was very sweet and would always try to make

sure that everything was comfortable for me.

(2). I really enjoyed going shopping in Osaka (Umeda). Seeing the Pokemon
Center was really cool because we don’t have such a store in America. Also, the

food that my host mother makes every morning and every night is really great.

(3). Kitano is incredible. Everyone was very nice and it was fun to be in a school
that was so excited to meet us. It was pretty hard to understand some classes
(mainly math) because they required a lot of explanation but other classes (like
chemistry and music) were fun for me because they were subjects that I enjoy in

America.

(4). Maybe, in regards to classes, you could offer the students a list of classes that
are available for them to visit. That way, we can always stay entertained and

avoid being disrespectful.



