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Just Before the War with the Eskimos
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4 . 7 Just Before the War with the Eskimos” Why is Salinger popular ?
J.D.Salinger is an American famous novelist. “Catcher in the Rye” is his
masterpiece. Most of heroes and heroines of his stories are young : in their
late teens and early twenties. He longed for purity and innocence. “Just
Before the War with the Eskimos” is a short story by Salinger, originally
published in 1948 issue of The New Yorker and reprinted in 1953 collection
“Nine Stories” , which Salinger made by selecting his nine short stories
(1) Story

Two high school classmates, Ginnie and Selena, have a dispute over money.
Much of the story is the meeting ofGinnie and Selena’ s brother, Franklin.
Through the conversation between Gennie and Franklin, Ginnie is changed for the
better because of her interaction with pure Franklin.

(2) Symbolism

(D Cab Fare — The cab fare is a symbol of materialism that is present between
Ginnie and Selena in the beginning of the story. Ginnie really wanted the money
for the cab fare.

@ Chicken Sandwhich — The chicken sandwhich is a symbol of caring and
giving. In the beginning of the story Ginnie doesn’ t want the sandwhich and is
too proud to accept the gift. As Ginnie talks with Franklin and Eric, she becomes
less selfish and materialistic and decides to accept the sandwhich.

@ Wastepaper Basket -The wastepaper basket represents American society as a
whole. The razor blades that cut franklin shows how the generally materialistic
ways of American people hurt others.

(3) Themes

D Materialism @ Friendship ® War
(4) conclusion

This story is so compact, so perfectly structured and uses many effective
thematic implications to give a greater meaning to the plot. Without these

hidden themes, the story would be quite a dull story with little importance.
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